SEMINAR #5 – AIDS
CONTENT:  (for presenter) 

I.) What do the letters “AIDS” represent?  

A.) What is the meaning of the deadly acronym?  

II.) What does HIV stand for and how is it related to AIDS?  

A.) Explain the antibody-antigen concept.  

III.) Historical Aspects

A.) What year did the medical community first describe the disease?  

B.) Where did the disease have its beginnings?  

C.) Possible theories of when and how it came about?  

IV.) Discuss the virus itself:  

A.) “What is a “Retrovirus.”  

V.) Explain the genetic concept of transcription and how it works.  

A.) Explain what a Pro-Virus is and what it does for a healthy cell.  

B.) What do the designations HTLV-I and HTLV-II represent?  

C.) What is a T-4 cell?  

D.) What effect does HTLV-I & HTLV-II have on T-4 cells?  What is an epidemic?  What is the Center for Disease Control?  Where is it located and what is its function?  How does the center categorize the AIDS disease? 

DISCUSSION TOPICS:

1.) Attitudes/Opinions/Beliefs -  Individual and personal attitudes regarding AIDS and its’ transmission – fear and panic aspects – AIDS in school (group work, gym class, dissections, etc) -  AIDS at work (coworkers, food industry/preparation) – AIDS in sports (professional to high school) -  

2.) The virus:  Transmission of the virus – saliva? urine?  Sweat?  Blood?  Semen or vaginal secretions?  Needles?  AND SEXUAL ACTIVITY?   Prognosis of the disease.  Dormant period?

3.) Treatment:  AZT use?  Any new practices or upcoming drugs?

4.) Governmental Roles:  What has the government done to fight AIDS?  Education funding?  Funding for medial aid.  Laws that protect the victims in the workplace.  Do co-workers/fellow students & teachers/peers have the “right to know?”  Specific cases.

****************

Possible Guest Speaker Contacts:  

AIDS Community Services – 847-0315 (outreach_coord_acs@yahoo.com)
